
Milwaukee CF Climb 2018 - Kelci Wunschel 

 

There is no way to prepare yourself for hearing the words, "I am sorry but your child has cystic 

fibrosis." In our case, we had vaguely heard of CF. There was no known family history at the 

time, no warning and no reason to suspect anything was wrong. 

 

We were joyfully awaiting the arrival of our second child. The entire pregnancy I was watched 

very closely by my doctor due to some previous complications, but nothing was ever alarming to 

our doctor to suspect something was wrong.  On October 16, 2005, Kelci, was born, the delivery 

went great, Kelci appeared to be just fine.  Less than 24 hours after birth Kelci was experiencing 

some vomiting issues when feeding -- the doctors had ordered an x-ray only to find out there 

was a blockage.  That blockage was meconium ileus, caused by cystic fibrosis.  Kelci was 

transferred to Children’s Hospital of WI where she was immediately taken to surgery & we were 

assigned to the Cystic Fibrosis Team at Children’s Hospital of WI. 

That day, that moment, is forever etched into our memory and hearts. 

The emotional climb from feeling shocked and overwhelmed, to handling it generally “okay” has 

taken time. 

 

The road to rebuilding our dreams has not been a straight road. It is filled with hills and valleys. 

However, through it all, there are many unexpected blessings: 

● We value each day, each breath, and each other. 

● We enjoy life to the fullest.  

● We appreciate the good times & personal achievements. 

● We have learned how to cope. 

● We have grown in faith and compassion. 

● We have an opportunity to help others. 

● We can make a difference. 

 

Kelci continues to fight the fight each and every day with strength, power, & determination like 

nothing we have seen before!  Each day Kelci has to spend at least 45 minutes twice a day 

doing treatments to help keep her lungs clear & somewhat healthy.  In addition, she takes 

numerous medications each day to help with various symptoms that occur to cystic fibrosis 

patients.  Despite a few minor setbacks & a few hospital stays during her young 12 years thus 

far, Kelci always seems to be upbeat and ready to attack with a positive attitude!   



 

Kelci knows no different, as she was diagnosed at birth with cystic fibrosis, there are never any 

questions asked as to why...Kelci knows treatments, medicines, doctor appointments, hospital 

stays, etc. are normal for her in order to stay healthy.  Don’t get us wrong, she has her days 

where she struggles...coughing up thick, sticky mucus, constipation, dehydration, sinus issues, 

etc.  But, despite all of this our 12 year old, Kelci continues to lead a happy, fun, exciting life 

which most of the time includes, playing soccer, softball, four-square, kickball, swimming, 

hanging out with friends, watching the Milwaukee Brewers and the USA Women’s Soccer 

Team! 

 

Yet our journey is far from over. It's hard to know where this crazy road will lead. But this we do 

know: we will take it one day, one breath at a time with hope leading the way. 

 

Written by Kelci’s older sister, Kylee, May 2012, Great Strides 2012. 

 
If A Cure Was Found 
 
If a cure was found, 
the world would be better. 
If a cure was found, 
we would all be together. 
You won’t waste your money 
if a cure was found. 
It would help us travel 
when we go town to town. 
The people who struggle 
need someone 
to give them a kiss 
or maybe a hug. 
So we will let our love shine on others 
as we walk with a smile. 
We will stay for hours 
and walk for miles. 
If a cure was found 
I’d be one happy girl. 
Just like the others. 
who have CF in this world. 


