
Fundraising from A to Z 

 

A 
Advertising Time: Your team can sell the space on their backs to sponsors. Sponsors can pay for the 
team to put an ad on their shirts. Or players could pin cards with the sponsor’s ad to their shirt for a set 
period of time (say $25 for a half-hour of ad time). 

Art Sale: Preschool and/or elementary school children can produce art and have a show. Parents and 
friends can buy back their budding artists' masterpieces. 

Ask Everyone: Ask your friends, neighbors, relatives and coworkers to make a donation. Explain your 
commitment to joining the fight against cystic fibrosis. 

Auctions: Teams can hold live or silent auctions. Work with an auctioneer who will donate his or her 
time and hold a live auction. Put together a sports or collectibles auction.  You can even auction off the 
boss - have the boss or department head as your assistant for a day at work. 

B 

Baby-sit: Do extra babysitting and donate your pay (or part of it) to your team's efforts. Or, baby-sit as a 
team during community events. 

Bagel Sales: Talk to a local vendor and ask them for a discount on bagels if you buy a few dozen each 
Friday. Take them to work and sell them.  This also works for soft pretzels, doughnuts, muffins, etc. 

Bake Sales: Hold a bake sale at work, a local school, or your church or synagogue.  Or have a no-bake 
sale where co-workers pay so they don't have to participate! 

Balloon Day: Great idea for students - sell a balloon with a message attached for maybe $2 each.  The 
students take orders in advance and then deliver the balloons and their messages at a later date. 

Basket of...: Have your team members make up baskets to bid on. Ideas include Tea Basket (teapot, cup 
or mug, tea bags, honey, etc.), Gardening (garden tools, gloves, seeds), Summer Fun (sunscreen, book, 
sunglasses, bottled water), etc. 

Birthday Party with a Purpose: If you have a birthday coming up and are planning a party, write on the 
invitations that in lieu of gifts you'd like your guests to bring a check made out the Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation/A Wish for Wendy. Your child and his or her birthday party could get in on the action too! 

Block Party: Put together an old-fashioned block party in a parking lot, or close off your street (get 
permission first!). Have a band or a DJ donate a few hours, have face painting, a BBQ, etc. Have fun AND 
raise money for your team. 

Book Sale: You could do this in conjunction with a publishing house or bookstore that will donate books, 
or have everyone on your team bring in gently used books. Set up a table to sell the books at a local 
mall, in a break or lunchroom, etc. Books that are left can be donated to your local library or school. You 
can also do this program on Half.com. 

Boss for the Day: Allow employees to bid on being boss for the day —highest bid wins! 

Bowl-a-thon: Hold a bowl-a-thon: you can get pledges for every pin you knock down. 

Breakfast With...: Sell tickets for a breakfast with a local celebrity. Or for a child’s breakfast, have 
someone come in costume. Work with a local restaurant or your team can organize the breakfast 
themselves at a local hall or club. You can also charge $1 or $2 to have the children's picture taken with 
the character. 

Brown Bag Lunch Day: Everyone brings in his/her own lunch and donates the money he/she would have 
spent to A Wish for Wendy. 



“Business” Cards: You can use the “labels” feature in Microsoft Word and print onto blank business card 
sheets available at your local office supply store. Include your team name, how to contact you, why 
you’re playing in the Wish for Wendy tournament and any other information you think will help people 
remember you. 

C 

Cake Pops: You can buy cake pop molds and coordinate them with a holiday or another event or even 
your team name! Sell the lollipops for $2 each. 

Candle Sale: Sell scented votives to coworkers and friends. 

Candy Bar Sale: You can purchase box kits from warehouse clubs like Sam's or Costco, or ask a candy 
store to donate candy.  Sell candy bars at work, or have someone at a business let you set up a snack 
box (beauty shops, store checkout counters, etc.). 

Caps for a Cure: This works well in schools, but can translate to the workplace. For a specific amount, 
students can wear a baseball cap to school for the day.  

Car Wash: Contact a local business or gas station with a large parking lot near a busy road and ask if they 
will let you use their space for a fundraising car wash. Ask for donations. 

Carry Your Pledge Forms Everywhere: Always have a form to hand someone – in the grocery store, in 
the bank, anywhere... 

Chain Letter: Send out an e-mail to all of your friends. Ask them to add a pledge and forward the e-mail 
on (as well as reply to you).  

Challenges: Challenge another team to raise more money than your team. 

Change Makes a Lot of Cents: Ask your bank, church, or child’s school to let you post this message and 
collect change. You could even post it in your home for guests. 

Chart Your Progress: Put a poster or sign up in your office showing your fundraising progress. Make it 
easy to read so your coworkers know how well you’re doing! 

Chili Cook-Off: Have a HOT-HOT-HOT Chili cook-off! 

Chip in for CF: Bake chocolate chip cookies and bring them into work for a donation to A Wish for 
Wendy. 

Coin Cans at Sporting Events: Bring A Wish for Wendy coin cans to sporting events and collect donations 
— have the event announcer tell the crowd what you are doing and why. 

Coin Drive: Put a large (empty) water jug where everyone in your office can see it (lunchroom, 
conference room, reception area) and encourage passers by to drop their spare change in the jug (of 
course paper money is accepted too!). 

Coin Toss: Get permission from the local mall to collect all the coins tossed in the fountain for a 
designated time period. Be sure to have signs up stating that the coins will be donated to the Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation’s A Wish for Wendy Softball Challenge. 

Comedy Club: Ask a local comedy club to host an evening in support of A Wish for Wendy and invite all 
the teams to sell tickets.  

Concession Stand: Set up a concession stand or booth at local events throughout the year. 

Cookbooks: Collect recipes from employees or friends and have them published as a book and sell them. 
The books can be produced for $2-$3 and can be sold for $8-$10 or more! 

Craft Fairs: Have your team set up a booth at a local craft fair or festival. In a holiday mood? Make tree 
ornaments, stockings or decorations and sell them. Not in a holiday mood? Make wine charms and 
charm pins, or use your talents and hobbies to come up with your own product to sell.  



Cut-a-thon: Have a beauty salon or vo-tech school hold a cut-a-thon to benefit A Wish for Wendy. 

D 
Dance for the Cure: Put together a dance at a local club or hall.  Get a band or DJ to donate their 
services.  Entrance fee is donated to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. 

Day Spa: For a set fee, provide haircuts, manicures, and/or massages or have employees bid on “A Day 
of Beauty.” 

Decorating Service: Become a holiday decorating service. Also, offer to put the lights up on people’s 
homes for the holidays and set up a time to come take them down again - this is a job that most people 
would rather have someone else do! 

Delegate: Give 10 friends 10 pledge forms and ask them to get pledges for you. 

Deliver Flyers: See what businesses distribute flyers in the weekly paper or through the mail each week. 
Offer to have your team deliver the inserts at each house in your town for one or two week(s) for a set 
amount. This will save them money. In Washington, the phone company paid a high school team $2,500 
to distribute the new phone books in their community. 

Dog Walkers: Have your team walk the neighbors’ dogs for a donation. Many pet owners would 
appreciate the opportunity to let someone else take their dog for a long walk. Or dog sit while the 
owners are on vacation. This saves them money on kennel fees and raises money for your team. 

Doughnut Days: Get doughnuts donated from a bakery and sell them at work. This works very well on 
Fridays. 

Door to Door: Go door to door and ask your neighbors for donations. Work as a team and canvas the 
town. 

Dunking Booth: Set up a dunking booth at a local event, festival, picnic, etc. and recruit local celebrities 
to sit in the booth. 

E 
E-Mail: E-mail all your friends and associates for donations. 

Employee vs. Management Game: Set up a benefit basketball, baseball or touch football game between 
employees and management. Or put together an alumni game. Challenge another local business’ team. 

Envelopes at Restaurant Tables: This work well for teams from restaurants but other teams can ask a 
local restaurant to help out. A Wish for Wendy envelopes are placed on each table during a designated 
period stating, "Please support our Wish for Wendy Team and the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation". 

Errand Service: A lot of people don't have time to run all their errands themselves. Offer to run to the 
grocery store, the pharmacy, etc. for a fee and donate it to A Wish for Wendy. 

Event Parking Spaces: If your company has a private parking lot and there is an event taking place in 
your area, sell the parking spaces for a donation to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. 

F 
Face Painting: Set up a booth at a local event. Kids love it. You can charge .50¢ or more. 

Fashion Show: Work with a new or existing clothing store to hold a fashion show. You could have it at 
the store or at a local club or hall. Offer refreshments and your team members can be the models. 

 



Flamingo Alert: Purchase a pink flamingo lawn ornament. Sell “insurance” to friends, family, and 
neighbors to keep the flamingo out of their yard - $10 or $15. Those who do not buy insurance will have 
to pay a fee to have the bird removed from their yard. For an additional fee, people can choose to have 
it put into someone else’s yard. (This is great fun, but make sure everyone is on board before you upset 
anyone with this lovely lawn ornament.) 

Flower Sale: Work with a local florist or wholesaler and sell bouquets, potted flowers or individual 
flowers (carnations and roses) at your school or office. 

Free Rent: Ask your apartment complex to donate one month’s rent to sponsor you. Donate the money 
you would have spent on rent that month to your team’s total. 

G 
Game Night: Have a game night. Everyone comes to your house to play board games, charades, etc. 
Charge an admission fee with the money going to A Wish for Wendy. 

Garage Sale: Work individually or as a team to set up a garage sale —clean out your attic or basement to 
raise money for the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. Go door to door and ask people to donate their JUNK to 
you to sell in your garage sale. People have more junk to “spare” than money...and someone’s trash is 
always another person’s treasure – and your donation! Advertise your sale in the local newspaper. Keep 
plenty of pledge forms on hand and remember to wear your team or Wish for Wendy t-shirt. 

Golf Tournament: Have your team put together a golf tournament with the proceeds benefiting your 
team’s goal.  If your team is more interested in miniature golf, hold a mini golf tournament. 

H 
Haunted House: For Halloween, organize a haunted house and charge admission.  You can sell 
refreshments and snacks too. 

Hoagie Sale: Hold a hoagie sale at work or around town. Take orders ahead of time. 

Hole-in-One: Set up a portable putting green and for a donation let people try to putt a ball in. You can 
do this at the office, or set up your own event. 

Holiday Party: Play music, serve cookies, decorate, take pictures, and charge admission. 

Homemade Goodies: Bake some extra delicious, extra gooey brownies and sell them for $1. Bake a 
different dessert each week for your coworkers. 

Hot Dog Sale: Hold a hot dog sale at a local park or fair. 

 

I 
Ice Cream Social: Invite your colleagues or friends to an ice cream social at work or at home.  Ask for a 
donation to attend. 

Identify Your Donors: Make a list of 100 people and businesses you will ask to donate. If you’re running 
out of ideas, try the “alphabet trick.” Add one name for each letter of the alphabet (A = Adam or 
Anderson or Accountant). 

J 
Jail and Bail: For a donation, employees can be arrested; for an additional donation they can place their 
own bail; or employees can have a bounty placed on their heads, are arrested, and are not set free until 
they raise their entire bounty ($50 or more per inmate). 



Jeans for Genes Days: Many businesses let their employees dress down for the day in return for a 
minimum donation. This can also be used at schools where the students are required to wear uniforms. 
Those making a donation receive a sticker to wear that says: "Jeans for Genes".  A suggested donation is 
$5.00.  

Jewelry Sale: Have all your team members donate jewelry they don't wear anymore, ask a jeweler to 
clean it up for you, then have a sale. 

 

K 
Knock CF out of the Park: Invite your friends and family to come to Wish for Wendy!  They can bid on 
silent auction items, enjoy the day and participate in the Home Run Derby. 

L 
Lawn Service: While you're mowing your lawn, offer to mow someone else's for a donation. 

Letter Writing Campaign: A great way to ask for a donation without asking in person. Send letters out to 
friends and family (use your holiday card list) explaining what you're doing and why. Asking for a specific 
amount seems to work best — or you can leave it up to them. Tell them your personal goal and ask for 
their help. Some people write the letter from their child or pet, adding a touch of humor. 

Line Dancing: Work with a local club or hall to offer a night of line dancing. Get a DJ to volunteer his/her 
time to play music and get someone to teach a couple of dances. It's a fun way to spend a night while 
collecting donations. 

Lunch with the CEO: Auction off a lunch or a round of golf with the CEO or President of your company. 

M 
Matching Gifts: These are an underutilized resource for a lot of people. Ask your company if they do 
“matching funds” or “matching gifts” donations. Ask your donors to do the same.   

Movie Night: Invite your friends over for a night at the movies. You provide the popcorn and soda and 
charge admission, or have a movie week during lunch hour at work. Charge admission and invite 
employees to eat their lunch while they watch. 

Mow-a-Thon: Hold a mow-a-thon. Get your kids involved and declare a weekend where you will mow 
your neighbors’ lawns for $50 (or whatever amount you want to set). 

N 
NASCAR Auction: Get together a variety of NASCAR promotional items, especially if you can get an 
autographed item from a driver and auction them off. 

Negativity Jar: Too much negativity at work? Make all your coworkers contribute $1 to the jar when 
they say something negative or curse. It can be a great way to foster office morale and meet your 
fundraising goal. 

O 
Odd Jobs: Call on neighbors and ask to do some odd jobs, such as fixing a rain gutter, shoveling their 
walk after a snowstorm, painting a fence or raking leaves.  Charge a fee for your services and donate it 
to A Wish for Wendy. 



Open House: A fitness center team for another event held an open house with a variety of toning and 
aerobic classes offered throughout the day. They also included a silent auction and babysitting. Ask for 
donations. 

P 
Pancake Breakfast: Hold a pancake breakfast at a hall, place of worship, or at work on specific days. You 
can sell tickets and donate the profit. 

Payroll Deduction: Employees can make their own contribution by having it deducted directly from their 
paychecks. A little each week can grow into a large amount by October. 

Penny Harvest: Send a notice around your office or neighborhood asking for loose pennies. Tell them 
you will be by to pick them up on a specific date. Take them to a counting machine at the grocery store 
or roll them before turning them in! 

Penny Wars: This is especially good for businesses with more than one department. Each department 
gets a jar. Pennies count positively, silver and paper money count negatively. People put pennies in their 
own department’s jar, but put silver and paper money in other departments’ jars. The department with 
the most points (# of pennies minus the # of silver/paper money equals the total points) wins a prize. 
Ask local businesses to donate (lunch from a restaurant, free chair massages, etc). 

Personal Vending Machine: Buy some candy from a warehouse store or on sale at a grocery store and 
make your own “wrappers” or stickers that promote the event. Let your coworkers know that they can 
satisfy that mid-afternoon sweet craving and do something good at the same time. 

Plant Sale: Like the flower sale, work with a florist or wholesaler and sell potted plants.  You can even 
paint the flowerpots, repot the plants and add a bow with a card.  Sell to friends, staff, and family. 

Place a Plea  in your Employee Bulletin/Newsletter: (or your church/synagogue bulletin) Place a plea in 
your employee newsletter letting your colleagues know that you are contributing money and time to A 
Wish for Wendy. Don’t forget to put in information about how people can donate to you! 

Pot Luck Lunches: Designate every Wednesday as A Wish for Wendy Wednesday. Team members take 
turns making chili, salads, desserts, etc., and offer them to all employees at a set price or for a donation. 

 

Q 
Questions for a Buck: If your boss (or another office member) is constantly being asked questions, have 
him or her charge $1 for each question. Word can spread throughout the company about what he or she 
is doing and everyone is likely to start asking questions and paying up.  

 

R 
Recycle Aluminum Cans: As a team, collect aluminum cans and take them to a recycler. Or if you are 
near a bordering state that gives returns on returnables, turn them in for cash. 

Roll Those Pennies: Roll those pennies sitting in the jar on your dresser. While you're at it roll the rest of 
the coins you've been collecting. Donate the money to your team. 

 

S 
Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope: Include a self-addressed stamped envelope with your donation 
request letters. This makes it easy for donors to return a donation, and you’ll be able to track your 
donations faster and more easily. 



Sell Employee Services: Ask the best gourmet chef on your team to agree to go to someone's home and 
prepare a meal. Ask your Vice President to commit to wash a car for a set price. Have the company 
photographer take family photos for a certain amount.  

Sell Lollipop Cards: For Halloween or another holiday, sell “lollipop cards” for $.25 or 5/$1.00. On the 
card have people write to whom they’d like the lollipop to be sent and that person’s departmental 
address. Have them drop the card in a designated box.  The day before Halloween, tie one lollipop to 
each card.  On Halloween, deliver the lollipops and cards to the recipients indicated on the cards. 

Sell Space: Sell space on your t-shirt, body parts, or sections of hair – offer to put your sponsor’s name 
on your shirt or body part, or dye a section of your hair for donations. 

Shave Your Head: Have someone agree to have his or her head shaved once a certain amount has been 
raised. 

Shoe Shine: Shine shoes for a donation. 

Shutter Bug Mania: Into photography? Take candid shots around the community, schools etc. and sell to 
the subjects. Or take photos at a friend’s wedding, anniversary, or birthday party. 

Sign A Wish for Wendy T-shirt: For a donation of $5 (or amount designated by you) the contributor can 
write the name of the CF patient they are honoring or remembering directly on your A Wish for Wendy 
T-shirt. You will play in honor of the patient(s) listed. 

Signatures: Include your fundraising information as part of your “signature” file in your e-mail messages 
or in posting board profiles. Every time you send an e-mail or post to a message board, your information 
will automatically send. 

Spaghetti Dinner: Have your team put together a spaghetti dinner at a local hall or club. This also works 
well with Pancake Breakfast, Pizza Night, Barbecue Dinner, etc. 

Story Time Reading: Have an organized story time reading. Hold it at your place of work where 
employees can bring in their children or work with your local library to have a special time.  

T 
Tip Jars: Ask the bartenders or waiters & waitresses in your favorite restaurant or bar if they will donate 
one day’s tips. Put a tip jar out next to the register at local businesses. Put a picture of yourself or your 
team, or the CF patient you’re playing for, and a short story about why you are doing the fundraiser on 
the jar. 

 

U 
Ugly Bartender Contest: Get all the bartenders in town to agree to be in your "Ugly Bartender Contest". 
For $1 a vote a lot of money can be raised for your team. With the winner getting some sort of reward 
and being asked to be an honorary team member. 

V 
Vendors: Solicit your vendors for sponsorship dollars or goods you can reward your donors with or 
auction off. 

Video Sale: Hold a video sale at work and have each team member bring in videos they don't watch 
anymore, especially kids videos that their kids have outgrown. Other employees with younger children 
will appreciate it. 

Voice Mail: Change your voice mail and answering machine messages to include your team name and 
participation in A Wish for Wendy. 



W 
Wear Company Logos: Tell companies you will play wearing their hat or T-shirt for half an hour for a $25 
donation. 

World Series Party: Organize a World Series party and ask everyone for a donation when they get there. 
It is certainly worth it after all the trouble you go to organize the party and provide the refreshments. 
The same thing can be done for the NCAA Championships, the Super Bowl, Indy 500, Masters Final 
Rounds, etc. This is a great idea for any team member with a large screen TV. 

Wrap Presents: During holidays (Christmas, Hanukkah, Mother's or Father's Day, etc.) set up a booth at 
a local mall or department store. Have your team members donate the paper and tape (or get it 
donated) and raise money while helping out busy holiday shoppers. 

X 
Xylophone Concert: Hold a music concert or recital. Pass refreshments and the donation can or sell 
tickets in advance. 

Y 
Yard Sale: Just like the garage sale, work individually or in teams. 

Z 
Zip Around Town: Offer to be your friends’ or coworkers’ personal assistant for a day (or a few hours) in 
exchange for a $250 donation. 

Zoot Suit Party: Hold a Swing Dance Party and give awards for the best zoot suit there. 


